
Bonkers about Beaks 
 

Purpose:  The students will use a variety of foods to represent different type of 

food in an ecosystem, and different items to represent types of fish mouths or 

beaks. 

 

TEKS: 7.11C and 8.11 C 

 

Directions: 

1. Use different types of foods or items to represent the different types of 

food in an ecosystem.   

 EX:  nerds, whoppers, marshmallows, sunflower seeds, fennel seeds, 

marbles, small water balloons, etc. 

2. Give the students tweezers, salad tongs, a ladle, and a clothes pin to 

represent different types of beaks or fish mouths.   

3. Have them try to pick up as much food as they can in 30 seconds with the 

type of “mouth” they have and repeat with each type of “mouth”.   

4. Students should record how many pieces of each type of food they were 

able to pick up in 30 seconds in a data table. 

5. Students should be able to explain which type of mouth was best suited to 

pick-up each type of food. 

6. Discuss the importance of natural selection of traits in organisms. 

 


